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LE VOYAGEUR

Guided Social Studies Program 

Grades 4 -12

*Please share this kit with other teachers that are coming to FWA with your group.*
Thank you for booking our “Le Voyageur” program at FortWhyte Alive. Your students will get to experience the life a voyageur during the 1800s at the historic trading post known as “FortWhyte”. They will also get a ceinture fleche to wear, and become the new members of our North West Company brigade who are in search of beaver. We will travel by voyageur canoe (spring & fall) or snowshoe (winter) to trade goods for furs with a chief at the FortWhyte’s tipi encampment. 
GOAL

To develop an understanding of Voyageur life and the changes that occurred in the natural world during the “fur trade” era.

OBJECTIVES

Students will:

1. Learn the two main reasons Voyageurs had for traveling to the interior

2. Discuss how the French Europeans interacted with the Aboriginal people in the interior

3. Describe some environmental changes that occurred throughout the fur trade era

4. Experience, through snowshoeing or canoeing, how the Voyageurs spent a portion of their life on the prairie

VOCABULARY

Bourgeois: the proprietor of a fort, a landowner.

Brigade: a group of Voyageurs.

Ceinture flêché: a very long woven sash used by the Voyageurs.  It would be wound around the waist many times to provide support and prevent hernia.

Commis: head of trading (acting proprietor) of a fort.

Voyageur: French term that means traveler.  This name was originally given to all those involved in the fur trade, but was later used more specifically to describe the French Canadians who transported furs by canoe.
SPRING
Avant: the bowman, who sets the pace for the rest of the paddlers.

Canot de Nord: “northern canoe”; a smaller version of the Montrealers that would be used to cross the Great Lakes, but could still carry over a ton of trade goods/furs and hold a crew of about 8 Voyageurs.

Gouvernaille: the sternsman, who gives instructions to the paddlers.

WINTER
Dérouine: a trading trip made by dog sled out to an Aboriginal community in order to trade for furs.

Hivernant: “Winterer”, an experienced Voyageur who was able to travel and live in the Western interior throughout the winter.

Mangeur de Lard: “pork-eater”, an inexperienced Voyageur who would spend the winter in the settlements in the East. 

CURRICULUM APPLICATION

SLO: 4-KI-010; KH-033, 034 
SLO: K-KI-009; KL-021; KH-030,036; KE-051

SLO: 6-KI-010

SLO: 7-KL-028, 029

SLO: 8-KI-021; KL-026:KG-044
PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES

1.
Native Canadian culture underwent a radical change with the coming of the Europeans.  Get ideas from the students on what daily life was like in a Native community prior to European arrival in Canada.  What did they eat, wear, and what activities did they participate in?  Have the students research various topics such as traditional crafts, games, music, legends, and share their findings with the rest of the class.

2.
On a large map, trace the routes early explorers took from eastern Canada into the north and western regions.  What Native groups did they encounter along these routes?  What were the explorers seeking?  Many of these adventurers were looking for the Northwest Passage to India and the Orient.  They helped to name many of our rivers and lakes, and helped to map out the North American continent.  A secondary reason for exploration was the search for new fur sources as the resources in one area became depleted.

3.
Have the students research their family trees.  Create a map showing all the various countries of origin for the students’ ancestors.  Discuss various periods of immigration to Canada, and what contributions these new inhabitants made to Canada’s culture.

4.
Who were the Voyageurs?  Have the students research this group of people.  What were some of the requirements for becoming a Voyageur?

5. Since 1633, the beaver has been used as a Canadian symbol on everything from coats of arms, to stamps and coins.  Why?  What is the significance of the beaver?  Animals displayed on national or provincial flags and coats of arms were chosen because of some symbolic or historic significance.  The beaver was chosen for its role in the founding of this country, through its importance to the fur trade.  What other animals are used as symbols in this country (provincial flags, provincial coats of arms, money, business trademarks, etc.)?  Have the students come up with some reasons why these particular animals were chosen.  What do they represent or symbolize?  What do people think of when they see these animals?

APPROPRIATE DRESS FOR YOUR FIELD TRIP

To ensure students get the most out of their FortWhyte experience, we ask that they be appropriately dressed for a 2 hour outdoor excursion. All our activities are outdoors, regardless of weather. Comfort and safety are key in making this an enjoyable and memorable experience. 

Suggestions for Outdoor Dress

Layering of clothing is very important in maintaining body temperature and in remaining dry. Four thin garments may offer the same degree of warmth as one thick overcoat, but the four layers allow much greater flexibility. Layers can be shed or added as temperature, wind, exertion, or other variables dictate. 

Waterproof outer layers are also important. Rain may get us wet but so will dew on grass, melting snow on pants and puddles on the spring. Boots in the winter are always important to keep moisture out and heat in. 

Young people are very concerned about their appearances. Remind them that they will enjoy their time better if they are prepared!

POST VISIT ACTIVITIES

1.
Have the students search for articles in newspapers and magazines about the present day fur trade.  Look into fur trade trends, the anti-fur lobbies, popular types of furs, fashions, or fur ranching.  The Wildlife Branch of Manitoba Conservation or check the Trapping Guide, a publication from Manitoba Conservation, should be able to supply your class with the current fur quotas.  Conduct a debate on the fur harvesting issue, with one group representing the trappers and the other group representing the lobbyists.

2.
Invite a trapper in to the classroom to discuss his career.  How has fur trapping changed over the past 100 years?  How has it remained the same?

3.
The introduction of the European system of economics changed the Natives’ traditional way of life.  What was life like before and after the Europeans arrived?  Draw up a list and have the students discuss these changes.

4.
The Winnipeg area is fortunate to have “living” reminders of the fur trade era through its Fort Gibraltar and the Lower Fort Garry National Historic Site.  Have the students research the history of these Forts and their significance to the fur trade.

5.
Have each student, or pair of students, choose a North American fur-bearing mammal to research.  How does knowledge of the animal’s biology and life history help trappers?

6.
Trapping is obviously a wildlife-based occupation.  Have your students brainstorm to come up with other careers or industries that rely (directly or indirectly) on wildlife.  Their list might include such things as: conservation officers, natural resource officers, wildlife biologists, tourism industry, the fishing industry, photographers, zoos, museums, artists, researchers, sporting goods stores, camera shops, etc. 

7.
The Voyageurs learned a great deal from the Natives -- for example, how to make snowshoes, birchbark canoes, moccasins, toboggans, clothes and pemmican, and how to harvest wild rice.  See how many other things the students can come up with.  Discuss the significance of these things to the lives of the Voyageurs and our lives today.  For a treat, try making some bannock, or have the students make their own snowshoes from spruce boughs.

RECIPE FOR BANNOCK

250 mL (1 cup) flour

pinch of salt

10 mL (2 tsp.) baking powder

5 mL (1 tsp.) margarine

125 mL (1/2 cup) milk or water

A.  Combine the flour, salt, and baking powder in a bowl.

B.
Add the margarine, mixing it into the dry ingredients with your fingers.

C.
Add the milk or water slowly, stirring with a fork, until stiff dough is formed.

D.
Knead the dough until smooth, but be careful not to work it too long, or it will get tough.

E.
Divide the dough into four smaller balls.

F.
Coat the end of a cleaned stick with the dough.  Cook over coals for about 8 minutes, until the dough is golden brown.
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