
   

         

Walk on the Wild Side  
Self-Guided Program               
Grade 4-5  
 

  
PRE VISIT ACTIVITIES  
These programs are designed to prepare your students for the visit without affecting 
the novelty of the experience.  
   

1. Ask your students to define a habitat and other vocabulary (see the teacher’s 
package for a vocabulary list) using the three-point approach (there’s a form at 
the end of this document) 
 

2. Ask your students to brainstorm different kinds of habitats.  Which ones are 
found in Manitoba?  Which ones have they been too before?  What is the 
weather like in that habitat?  What kind of animals live there?  
 

3. Ask your students to choose their favourite Manitoba animal and learn more 
about its habitat.  How does it fill its need for space, air, water, food and shelter? 
With this new knowledge, have them make a poster that shows what they 
learned.  For an environmental spin, have students create a “save the _____” 
campaign pamphlet that describes risks to the animal’s habitat and ways to help 
conserve it. 

 
4. Have students brainstorm adaptations. Are they physical or behavioral? This 

activity links well with activity #3. 
 

5. Ask your students come up with their own local, three level food chain (starting 
with a producer). As a group, try and connect all the food chains into a food 
web. What are the plants in this food chain called? Producers, they produce their 
own food. What are the animals called? Consumers, they do not produce their 
own food, they must find it and consume it.  Remember, all the food chains will 
share the fact that plants produce their own food by using the sun’s energy.  

 
6. Investigate adaptation and habitat through books, magazines and Internet 

research.  Some helpful books: 



   

         

Adaptation Books  

#4 the Werewolf Chase: A Mystery about Adaptations  

by Lynda Beauregard and German Torres (Illustrator) 
Graphic Novel 

 ISBN-10: 0761385428  
 ISBN-13: 978-0761385424 

Adaptation and Competition  

by Ann Fullick  
This title provides an in-depth look at how organisms have become uniquely suited to 
their environment, from feeding methods, migration, hunting, and adaptations to the 
climate, to the role competition plays in changing communities. 

 ISBN-10: 1403475180  
 ISBN-13: 978-1403475183 

Adaptation  

by Steve Parker  
Discover how living things adapt to the world around them, creating millions of different 
species. Explore the fascinating world of living things, including the processes that keep 
animals and plants alive, and how people study them. 

 ISBN-10: 1403488436  
 ISBN-13: 978-1403488435 

Would You Survive?: Animal and Plant Adaptation  

by John Townsend  
Imagine you are lost in a desert. The sun is beating down and you are alone. Would 
you be able to survive? How does anything survive in such a harsh environment? Find 
out in this informative title. 

 ISBN-10: 1410919382  
 ISBN-13: 978-1410919380 

Claws, Coats/Camouflage: Animals Fit Into Their World 

by Susan Goodman  
Gr. 2-5. After a short introduction about adaptation, the photographs and text 
demonstrate how animals fit into their environment, stay safe, obtain food, and 
reproduce. 

 ISBN-10: 0761318658  
 ISBN-13: 978-0761318651 

http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Lynda%20Beauregard
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=German%20Torres
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Ann%20Fullick
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Steve%20Parker
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=John%20Townsend
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Susan%20Goodman


   

         
 

A Journey Into Adaptation with Max Axiom, Super Scientist  

by Agniesezka Biskup, Cynthia Martin (Illustrator) and Barbara Schulz (Illustrator) 
"In graphic novel format, follows the adventures of Max Axiom as he explains the 
science behind adaptation" 

 ISBN-10: 0606000186  

 ISBN-13: 978-0606000185 

How do animals adapt?  

by Bobbie Kalman  
This title is suitable for ages 6-12. Certain sea slugs have developed a remarkable 
defensive adaptation - they can use the stinging cells of the sea anemones they eat to 
protect themselves. Whether adapting over millions of years or in the blink of an eye, 
this book examines the ever-changing world of animals. 

 ISBN-10: 0865059578  
 ISBN-13: 978-0865059573 

 
 

Habitat Books 

Wildlife Travel: 500 Ways to See Animals in their Natural Habitat  

by William Gray  
From African safaris to cruises in the Galapagos Islands, there is a bewildering range of 
wildlife holidays on offer and deciding where to go and what to see can be a real 
dilemma. Footprint’s Wildlife Travel provides a comprehensive and authoritative guide 
to every imaginable type of trip, helping you identify the wildlife travel adventure that is 
right for you. 

 ISBN-10: 1907263489  
 ISBN-13: 978-1907263484 

The Cat in the Habitat Flap Book (Seuss/Cat in the Hat)   

by Tish Rabe, Joe Mathieu (Illustrator) and Aristides Ruiz (Illustrator) 
Hop aboard the Thingamajigger and join the Cat and Co. as they travel the world and 
visit six different habitats—a tropical rainforest, the African savanna, a desert, the 
Arctic, a rocky shore, and Sally's backyard 

 ISBN-10: 0307929639  
 ISBN-13: 978-0307929631 

 

http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Agniesezka%20Biskup
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Cynthia%20Martin
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Barbara%20Schulz
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Bobbie%20Kalman
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=William%20Gray
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Tish%20Rabe
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Joe%20Mathieu
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Aristides%20Ruiz


   

         
 

Graphing Habitats  

by Sarah Medina  
How do camels survive in the desert? What are “alien” species? Why do humans often 
destroy habitats? Real World Data presents information about familiar curricular topics 
through charts and graphs. 

 ISBN-10: 1432915207  
 ISBN-13: 978-1432915209 

 

What Do You Know about World Habitats?  

by Suzanne Slade  
Provides information about habitats using a question and answer format, discussing 
such topics as how big they are, whether they change, and how they are 
interconnected. 

 ISBN-10: 1404241981  
 ISBN-13: 978-1404241985 

Life Cycle Books 

Animal Life Cycles  

by Sean Connolly and Sally Morgan  
"Describes the life cycles of different types of animals. Discusses how mature animals 
court, reproduce, and birth and care for their young and how young animals grow up 
and survive. Includes life cycle diagrams" 

 ISBN-10: 1599205211  
 ISBN-13: 978-1599205212 

I Wonder Why Caterpillars Eat So Much: and Other Questions About Life 
Cycles  

by Belinda Weber  
Fact book about insects and other animal’s life cycles 

 ISBN-10: 0753467070  
 ISBN-13: 978-0753467077 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Sarah%20Medina
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Suzanne%20Slade
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Sean%20Connolly
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Sally%20Morgan
http://www.amazon.ca/s?_encoding=UTF8&search-alias=books-ca&field-author=Belinda%20Weber


   

         
POST VISIT ACTIVITIES  
These activities are designed to reinforce what was learned at FortWhyte.  Feel free to 
come up with some of your own!  
   

1. Think about the plants and animals you observed during your visit to FortWhyte.  
Brainstorm a list on the board.  List one adaptation for each plant or animal.  Did 
you see an entire food chain?  Draw it out!  Do this as a group or individually. 
Make sure to label it with all the appropriate vocabulary.  

 
2. Experiment with a food chain. This can be done using the food chain created in 

activity 1, or a new one entirely. What happens if you remove an animal from 
the top of the food chain? The population of the animal it normally feeds on 
grows until there is not enough food to go around for all of them and they begin 
to starve. What happens when plants at the bottom of the food chain are 
removed?  The animals that feed on those plants starve, and in turn all the 
organisms above those plants on the food chain starve.  

 
3. Ask your students draw their own habitat.  How are their needs met in their 

habitat? What is their place within the food chain in their habitat?  
   

4. Create a “connect the elements” game.  Have students think of three different 
food chains found in various habitats.  Students will then draw a picture of each 
plant and animal in their food chain on a separate cue card.  On a separate set 
of cue cards have students list structural or behavioural adaptations for each 
animal they drew.  There should be one adaptation card for every animal or 
plant picture.  Mix up the cards and have the students try and determine which 
animal matches which adaptation – in a mix and match style game.  Feel free to 
have each student make their own game and try solving each-others.  To add 
complexity, see if students can re-build the food chain and link the food chain to 
a habitat.  
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Found on the Manitoba Education website: http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/ 

 


