
Naturescape for Educators
Bringing Biodiversity into the Schoolyard

Thank you for your interest in the Naturescape for Educators! 
This new FortWhyte Alive program inspires and assists 
schools in improving the health of our habitat, and the 
health of our students, by increasing biodiversity in  
the schoolyard.   

FortWhyte Alive will:

• Provide information on school gardening and other green space development

• Describe outdoor curriculum-based activities for students within the schoolyard

• Deliver outdoor education workshops for educators

• Recognize school greening achievements through Naturescape certification, free 
programs and gifts

• Provide guidance when requested

Why Green a Schoolyard?

Studies show that engaging youth with nature can offer a number of benefits. It 

can significantly reducing stress, reduce violence, aggression and fatigue; enrich 

mental well-being, foster positive youth development, develop critical thinking 

skills, reduce the symptoms of Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder and even 

increase cognitive functioning, academic achievement and attention capacity.  Today, 

horticulture (gardening) is an accepted healthcare approach for psychological and 

physical well-being. 

Need more reasons? Increasingly, we are seeing the effects of climate change 

and pollution on our planet. Experiential learning and outdoor education has the 

ability to strengthen environmental connections, thereby promoting awareness and 

advocacy for the natural world.



Bringing Biodiversity to your school 
The Foundation of the Naturescape Program

Biodiversity is the wondrous variety of livings things that exist 
on our planet – The greater the variety, the more stable the 
environment. Biodiversity not only promotes a healthy  
natural world, it also brings a plethora of colours and  
textures to your garden. 

Look at “Biodiversity in the Schoolyard” for more information on how you can certify 

your school grounds as part of this Biodiversity Initiative.

Getting Started

Getting started can be intimidating but even the smallest and simplest garden can 

attract a wide variety of critters and prove to be an invaluable learning tool.  Remember 

to take things one step at a time and get as many people involved as possible. Every year 

you can build onto what you’ve already created.  Schoolyard transformations don’t have 

to happen overnight.  Greening your schoolyard is a journey, not a destination. 

Funding Your Project

Naturescaping can take time and money to master but don’t let that deter you. There 

are resources available to support your school with your greening project. The new 

environmental and sustainability focus in education and our community has spurred 

many new grants and funding opportunities.  Manitoba Hydro, Home Depot Canada, 

and Toyota are just a few of the organizations offering funding to schoolyard greening 

initiatives. Visit our website (www.fortwhyte.org/naturescapeforeducators) for links to 

available grants that can help you reach your greenspace goals.  Ask around and keep a 

look out for new and exciting supports for you school plan.



Frequently Asked Questions

Is schoolyard greening limited to gardening?

Definitely not!  Schoolyard greening is bringing natural landscapes back to 

your schoolyard.  This can include everything from planting trees and shrubs, 

to building hills for a natural play area, to placing boulders as play structures 

and beyond.  

Who maintains the garden?

The students of course!  What better way to promote leadership and 

environmental awareness than to create and follow a planting, watering and 

weeding schedule with the students at your school?   The more students 

are involved, the more they will learn and feel connected to the garden.  If a 

school wide program is logistically difficult, a garden club or committee might 

be just what you are looking for.

What about safety?

Many schools argue that since schoolyard greening often results in the 

reduction of concrete and cement, that it can actually make a schoolyard 

safer for students.  It is always important to consider the safety aspects 

when altering a play space.  Refer to our “Naturescape for Educators: 
Planning Your Greenspace” information guide for more safety considerations.   

What about the winter?

The idea of enjoying a green space in winter may seem strange at first 

because we tend to associate gardens and greening with summer.  However, 

once covered with a soft blanket of snow, everything will appear uniquely 

fresh with new textures in the landscape.    Berries, bark, spent flower heads, 

seed pods and dry grasses combine to create a subtle winter palette.  Even in 

the winter, many birds and mammals will stick around to visit the garden.  

What about the summer?

Summer maintenance can be a challenge but it can also be a wonderful 

opportunity to bring the community closer together.  Parents, student 

volunteers, maintenance and community members can help take 

responsibility of the garden and greenspaces during the summer.  

Whom do you include in the biodiversity greening process?

1. Students
2. Educators
3. Administration

Organize a planning meeting and encourage all  

staff members and community members to attend.

4. Maintenance Staff
5. Parents
6. The Community



Certify Your School Grounds!
To acknowledge your steps in encouraging and increasing 
biodiversity while engaging student appreciation for the 
natural world, FortWhyte Alive will endorse and certify  
your school.

To be certified your habitat must provide food, water, shelter and space as  

suggested on the biodiversity checklist.  

What’s in it for you?

• Receive a free Outdoor Classroom Professional Development day from 
 FortWhyte Alive 

• A certified Naturescape Garden sign

• One free birdhouse from the FortWhyte gift shop 

Once your project is complete, just fill out the checklist provided and send it  

along with your school’s name, address, contact person, and three photographs  

of your schoolyard. Please send an e-mail to: 

naturescapeforeducators@fortwhyte.org

Attention: Naturescape for Educators
FortWhyte Alive
1961 McCreary Road, Winnipeg, MB, R3P 2K9

For more information on Naturescape for Educators, including 
available funding opportunities for greening projects, educational 
resources, and research information, please visit our website at: 

www.fortwhyte.org/naturescapeforeducators


