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Invasive Species
What are invasive species?

Invasive species are organisms that have been introduced, on  
purpose or by accident, into new location outside their region of  
origin. The introduction of a new species is usually due to human  
activity, but sometimes invasives can out-compete and even  
replace native species. 

Which invasive species can be found in Manitoba’s waters? 

Zebra mussels are a growing concern in Lake Winnipeg. These tiny 
filter-feeding shellfish can wreak havoc by clogging up intake pipes 
and hydro dams, and changing the lake’s food chain by consuming 
huge amounts of plankton from the water column. The pesty mussels 
also easily hitch a ride to new water bodies on unwashed motorboats, 
canoes and other watercraft.

Other invasives in Manitoba waters include common carp, spiny  
waterflea, rusty crayfish, Lyngbya (toxic black algae), and purple  
loosestrife (shorelines).

What do invasive species do to an aquatic ecosystem?

Invasive species enter new ecosystems where they do not have the 
same population controls as native species. They lack predators, are 
free from disease and are not kept in check by competition from other 
species. If not kept in check by intervention by humans, the  
population of invasives can sky-rocket quickly!

What can people do to stop the spread of invasives?

• Be a responsible boater! When moving your boat between water 
bodies, be sure to thoroughly wash and dry everything.

• Don’t carry bait between water bodies. Even the water the bait is 
held in can contain invasives.

• Support healthy lakes by using cleaner motors, fishing responsibly, 
and following water conservation and protection practices at the 
lake.

• Do not release pets or aquarium water into the wild.

Where can I learn more?

Manitoba Water Stewardship’s Fisheries Branch has information on 
stopping aquatic invasive species, and a way to report sightings  
online. Visit www.gov.mb.ca/waterstewardship/stopais/index.html

http://www.gov.mb.ca/waterstewardship/stopais/index.html
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Invasive Species Activity Ideas
Science

• “Surprise Hitchhikers” Online at http://www.invad-
ingspecies.com/download/Teachers/Grade6_Curricu-
lum_Kit_ABiodiversityChallenge.pdf pg. 80.

• Introduce the concept of invasive species and their 
spread. Prior to class, fill three 250ml milk cartons 
with water dyed blue with food colouring (stands 
for invasive species), and fill another two with clean 
water. Supply a clear plastic cup with a small amount 
of water on each student’s desk. The milk cartons are 
“boats” and the clear cups are the “lakes”.  
Assign five students to take on role of the boats. All 
other students close their eyes, and the boats come 
around and pour into lakes as they can until all their 
water is used up. Tally results on the board. More in-
tense colour would represent a more infested water 
body. Discuss methods to protect water from  
invaders when moving boats between lakes.  

Social Studies 

• Have students survey each other on the topic of 
water’s importance in their lives. Do they fish, boat, 
swim? Do they know of any threats to the waters 
that they enjoy? Based on the findings of the survey, 
have students produce informational brochures or 
posters to educate others about invasive species 
and how to prevent their spread.

• Join in the Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, or  
another program that will give students the  
opportunity to do some hands on work in their 
community related to protecting waters. Visit 
shorelinecleanup.ca. Another option within  
Winnipeg city limits is Take Pride Winnipeg’s Team 
Up to Clean Up, visit www.takepride.mb.ca/programs/
cleanliness/team-up-to-clean-up

English Language Arts

• Create songs that would teach the public about 
an invasive species of choice.  To get the creativity 
flowing, check out a series of songs about invasives 
produced by the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Visit erc.cals.wisc.edu/music.

• Read the following articles about the impact of 
household pets on wild ecosystems:

1. Researchers plea. Don’t release your pet into the 
wild by Costa Maragos. Online: www.uregina.
ca/external/communications/feature-stories/
current/fs-07112015.html

2. Giant goldfish multiplying in Alberta ponds by 
CBC News. Online: www.cbc.ca/news/canada/
calgary/giant-goldfish-multiplying-in-alberta-
ponds-1.3125163 

• Create communication posters that share  
information on alternatives to releasing a pet into 
the wild. Ask if these can be posted at local  
community centres.

Websites of Interest

• Teaching about Invasive Species: resource booklet from Green Teacher: http://greenteacher.com/books/teaching-
about-invasive-species/

• Hinterland Who’s Who: Invasive Species: www.hww.ca/en/issues-and-topics/invasive-alien-species-in.html
• Invasive Species Council of Manitoba: http://invasivespeciesmanitoba.com 
• Manitoba Girl Guides Resource on Invasive Species: http://invasivespeciesmanitoba.com/site/index.php?page=education

News and Reminders

• Participate in the Leak Detector Challenge 
in October or March to stop water leaks at 
your school. Throughout the year, complete 
Conservation Ambassador’s Program  
activities to earn great water conservation 
prizes. Visit www.fortwhyte.org/slowtheflow 
to find out more.

• More water teaching ideas can be found 
associated FWA’s Blue Planet and Water 
Watchers School Program listings. Visit www.
fortwhyte.org/foreducators/schoolprograms/
guided/grade-7-8/

• PD Opportunity! FortWhyte’s Outdoor Educa-
tor workshops are available at your school 
free of charge. The goal of the program is to 
get you teaching outside more often.  
Contact Barret Miller, bmiller@fortwhyte.org.
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