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Why are home water leaks a problem?

Fixing Water Leaks

Water meters, usually located in the basement, are great detectors of 
leaks. Simply make sure all water is turned off inside and outside the 
house and no water-using appliances are running.
Record the meter reading at the beginning, and again after 15 min-
utes. If the meter has recorded water use when no one is using water, 
you have a leak!

Water leaks can occur in pipes inside or leading to the home, but 
often are found to be due to faulty plumbing – taps, showers, tubs 
and especially toilets are culprits. Pools and hot-tubs also can spring 
leaks.

Where do water leaks happen? 

Fixing the leak
A faucet, shower and tub tap      
dripping once every two seconds can 
waste 4000L per year. Each type 
of faucet requires slightly different 
repair techniques, so you may need 
to consult an expert.

Toilet leaks can be missed because 
the leak can be silent. You can 
detect a leak in your toilet by drop-
ping food colouring into the tank. 
After 15 minutes, if coloured water 
has seeped into the bowl, you have 
a leak. Many simple leaks can be 
fixed by replacing a leaky flapper 
valve, but you may need to consult 
an expert. 

Other leaks can happen in the pipe 
leading to the water meter, and in 
furnaces and air conditioning sys-
tems. It’s best to have an expert 
help with fixing these kinds of leaks. 

How can I detect a leak?

 Water leaks in the home can waste a lot of water. Researchers have 
found that the average home can lose between 8000 – 75,000 L of 
water to leaks every year! Though some water leaks are easy to spot 
such as dripping taps, the larger leaks are often hidden and go un-
noticed for too long.

http://www.home-water-works.
org/indoor-use/leaks
The US EPA website also has 
some great leak fixing resources:
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/
fix-leak-week 

For more information on   
fixing water leaks:

NEWS and REMINDERS

Participate in the School or 
Family Leak Detector Chal-
lenge in October or March. 
Throughout the year, com-
plete. Conservation Ambas-
sadors’ Program activities to 
earn great water conserva-
tion prizes. Visit www.fort-
whyte.org/slowtheflow to find 
out more. 

More water teaching ideas 
can be found associated 
FortWhyte Alive’s Blue Planet 
and Water Watchers School 
Program listings. Visit www.
fortwhyte.org/foreducators/
schoolprograms/guided/
grade-7-8/
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