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Urban Characteristics in an Outdoor 
Setting 

Grade: 10 

Subject: Geography 

Cluster: Urban Places 

Time:  
10 minutes for pre-teaching, 15 minutes for the walk and 5 minutes to de-brief and discuss next steps.  

 

SLO:  
• KL-026 Use examples to distinguish among rural, urban, and remote places. 

• S-201 Organize and record information in a variety of formats and reference sources appropriately. 

• KE- 050 Use Canadian examples to describe the major functions of urban places. 

• S-309 Observe patterns and make generalizations based on geographic inquiry. 

• VI-004 Value the social diversity of urban centres. 

 

Essential Question:  
What proximal services are needed to make the University of Winnipeg a functional community?  

 

Required Materials:  
• Series of pictures that illustrate the changes in the community  

• Post-it cards with listed services for the tally 

• Chart paper  

• Graphic organizer to record groups information 
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• Device to take pictures of services (optional) 

• Pens 

• Reflection notebook 

 

Pre-teaching:  
To gain an understanding of the required vocabulary of the services and functions of a community, 

students will engage in a vocabulary activity such as a three-point approach. 

 

Activating:  
Students will be presented with a series of pictures that illustrate how the setting of the University of 

Winnipeg and its surrounding services have evolved over the years. Brainstorm a list of services found in 

a community.  

 

Acquiring:  
 

1.) Students will be divided into 2 groups and have the support of at least one staff member. 

2.) Each student will be assigned a card with a category of service. 

3.) The group will engage in a 15 minute community walk where they will make a tally of the 

services they observe. *Students must stay within the following square block. (Ellice-Spence-

Portage-Balmoral) 

4.) Everyone will then reconvene to tally up to services on a classroom chart paper.  

5.) Students will record this information in their notebooks. 

 

Application: 
As a class we will conclude with a discussion on the deficits in the community and how they would 

beneficial. Students can take notes in their journals about what is discussed and complete an exit slip 

that state the top three services that are missing on a post-it. 
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Assessment:  
The staff member (teacher) will observe the community and the process of how they identify the 

services and connect it to prior learning. Questioning may be used to further develop their 

understanding.  

Conversations will be had as a class when everyone reconvenes. The final product will include the chart 

paper and exit slip. This information will be used set up the next lesson (scaffolding).  

Next Step: Students will engage in a lesson on the impacts these services have on our community and 

what role they play in urbanization and our way of life.  

 

Teacher Notes: 
*These aspects will be included in the discussion before our walk begins and after pre-teaching 

concludes. 

• Traffic precautions and the safety of the students 

• Weather in terms of how to dress 

• Conditions of the sidewalks and pedestrians 


