Connecting humans with nature.
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Programming Guide
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1961 McCREARY ROAD, WINNIPEG, MB
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Program / Event Dates

Holiday Hours / Closures

Santa in the Forest

Naturescape: Christmas Bird Count for Kids

The big guy himself makes two special
appearances at FortWhyte this season to hear
your wishes. Our photographer will be on hand to
take a winter portrait of your family. Spend some
time by the fire outside or warm up inside with a
holiday ornament craft.

Become a citizen scientist and come out to count the
birds at FortWhyte. This bird count helps researchers
learn more about our birds and how to protect them!

Sundays, November 27 & December 4
11 am–3 pm

Frosty Family Fun Days

$7, $5 for Members. First-come, first-served.

The Nature Shop’s Holiday Shopping Event
Join us for our biggest annual holiday shopping
event! Enjoy complimentary gift wrapping,
snacks, and prize draws.
Saturday – Sunday, December 3 & 4 All Day

Winter Hours of Operation
Monday – Friday: 9 am–5 pm
Saturday, Sunday & Holidays: 10 am–5 pm
Christmas Eve Hours
Saturday, December 24: 10 am–1 pm
Christmas Day Hours
Sunday, December 25: Closed
Boxing Day Hours
Monday, December 26: 10 am–5 pm

20% off for Members, 10% off for guests on regular
price merchandise. Excludes sale and consignment
merchandise

Cabin Yoga
Ash Bourgeois of Wild Path leads this unique
experience combining nature, yoga and
meditation. Designed for all levels to build a
deeper connection with nature, create a space
to relax, to calm the mind and practice self-care.
Sundays, December 4, January 8 & 29
10:30 am–12 pm

Saturday, December 17 10 am–4 pm
FREE with regular admission

Drop-in to FortWhyte Alive through the holiday season
to get active outdoors with the whole family. Activities
will take place from 12–2 pm, free with admission.
Snowshoe and Bonfire – Monday, December 26
Kubb on the Lake – Tuesday, December 27
Icefishing – Wednesday, December 28
Snowman Building – Thursday, December 29
Voyageur Games & Snow Taffy – Friday, December 30
Family Photo Hunt – Monday, January 2
Jam Pail Curling & Ice Bowling – Tuesday, January 3
Footprint Challenge – Wednesday, January 4
Winter Scavenger Hunt
Adventure through our trails for a scavenger hunt
and see how many winter wonders you can find.
Saturdays, December 31, January 14,
& February 4 10 am–4 pm
FREE with regular admission

Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides

New Year’s Eve Hours
Saturday, December 31: 10 am–1 pm

Register for individual sessions ($17, $15 for Members)
or for two back-to-back classes each month for $30

New Year’s Day Hours
Sunday, January 1: 10 am–5 pm

Breakfast with Santa

Sunday January 1

Share your wish list in person when Santa visits
the Buffalo Stone Café.

$15, $12 for Members; $5 per child

How to Register
Registration is required for FortWhyte
Alive programs. Sign up by calling
(204) 989-8355, or by visiting
fortwhyte.org/events.

Seasonal Rentals
FREE FOR MEMBERS

(Non-Member price: $3 per rental)

Nordic Walking Poles
Binoculars
Self-Guided Family Adventure Bags
Snowshoes
Ice Fishing
15% OFF FOR MEMBERS
(Non-Member prices as listed)

Little Buggies: $5 for 1 hour, $10 per day
Ice Fishing Equipment: $6
PRICES AS LISTED
Fire Pit: $15 for 2 hours (call to reserve)

Saturday, December 10 10 am–1 pm
$15, children under 12: $8

Get Sustainable:
Green Holidays and Minimalist Fashion

Celebrate 2017 with a horse drawn sleigh ride through
our snowy trails and enjoy a hot chocolate fireside.
10 am–1 pm

Bonfire and Marshmallow Roast
Ring in the new year with a frosty frolic through the
snow, and then get toasty by the fire with a roasted
marshmallow!
Sunday, January 1 1 pm

The holiday season can be a time of excess!
Join Teresa Looy of Green Action Centre as she
shares tips on how to keep your holidays green.
She’ll also share her experience with Project 333
– wearing the same 33 items of clothing for three
months straight!
Saturday, December 10 1–2 pm

FREE with regular admission, until supplies last

Teacher Appreciation Day
Teachers, we appreciate all that you do! Admission
for you and your family is on us. Enjoy a day of
adventure, then warm up by the fire with marshmallows.
Thursday, January 5 All day
FREE admission for teachers and up to three additional
immediate family members, with valid identification.
Marshmallow roast from 1–3 pm, while supplies last.

FREE with regular admission

Forest Scavenger Hunt
Explore the fascinating forest world with a
scavenger hunt and see how many natural
wonders you can find!

French Public Walk

Saturday, December 10 10 am–4 pm

samedi 7 janvier et 4 février 14h00

FREE with regular admission

FREE with regular admission

Storytelling in the Sodhouse: A Christmas Carol
Unplugged and How the Grinch Stole Christmas

Get Sustainable: Winter Walking, Running & Biking

Parlez-vous français? Explorer nos sentiers avec un
interprète bilingue.

Drop by the sod house for a special presentation
of Dickens and Dr. Seuss classics.

Join FWA’s Tara Kenny as she shares 15 years’ worth
of experience on how to dress for different activities
to avoid slips and spills while getting active this winter!

Sunday, December 11 1 pm

Sunday, January 8 2 pm–3 pm

FREE with regular admission

FREE with regular admission

R EGISTER ONLINE AT FORTWHYTE.ORG/EVENTS

SnowTrek

FREE admission all day!

The 8th season of our most popular winter event! Spend the day outside taking part in a
wide range of family fun. Featuring free cross-country ski rentals and lessons, snowshoe
hikes, skating on the lake (bring your skates!), curling and winter games.
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Sunday, January 15 11 am–4 pm
GROW Yoga & Mindfulness for Kids
A fun practice for young yogis emphasizing
kindness, gratitude and emotional awareness.
Participants will explore breath, movement,
emotions and mindfulness through stories, themes
and songs – and even bring home mindfulnessbased activities to practice with the family.
Sunday, January 8 Ages 6–8: 1:30–2:30 pm
Ages 9–12: 3–4:00 pm
$15. Register online at fortwhyte.org/events

Fit 4 Two: Mom & Baby Snowshoeing
This is a baby-friendly cardiovascular, strength and
flexibility workout throughout scenic FortWhyte.
Meet other parents in your community and
get some fresh air. Class will end with outdoor
stretching and songs, weather permitting.
Wednesdays, January 11 & January 25 1–2 pm
$20 per class, $15 for Members
Class fee includes snowshoe rental. Please visit our
website for tips on dressing for cold weather conditions.

Alive Adventure: Full Moon Backwoods Bonfire
Strap on the snowshoes and a headlamp for this
moonlight hike as we search for owls and animal
tracks! We’ll end the night with a north forest
bonfire, complete with s’mores and hot chocolate.
Thursday, January 12 & Friday, February 10 7 pm
$15, $12 for Members. Snowshoes will be provided, but
feel free to bring your own.

Wild Child on the Farm
Participate in a variety of fun farm activities–feed
livestock, collect eggs and cook up some tasty
treats! For kids 4 years of age and one caregiver.
Fridays, January 13–February 3
10 am–11:30 am
$98, $88 for Members. Babes in arms are free.
Additional children aged 1–3: $30

Footprint Challenge
Ever wondered whose teeny-tiny footprints you are
walking beside? Use our footprint ID guide and see
how many you can find and identify!
Saturdays, January 21 & February 11
10 am–4 pm

Learn to Cross-Country Ski
Are you new to skiing or looking to improve your
technique? CANSI-certified instructor Katrina
Froese will cover the basics of kick and glide,
and leave you with tips to improve your balance,
endurance, and most of all, your enjoyment!

Suet Feeder Craft
Build a creative bird feeder that you can fill with
suet for the woodpeckers, nuthatches and blue
jays to enjoy.
Sunday, January 22 1–3 pm
FREE with regular admission

Astropub
Explore our solar system in the portable
planetarium and enjoy a cold beverage fireside
as you observe the night sky through a telescope
with expert Darren Townsley.
Thursday, January 26 8 pm–10 pm
$25, $20 for Members. Tickets available online at
fortwhyte.org/events

Regular Weekly Activities
SNOWSHOE CLUB
Explore FWA by snowshoe with a guide.
Saturdays, beginning January 7
10:30 am–12 pm
FREE with regular admission; snowshoe rentals
available

NORDIC WALKING

Fish for free on our lakes – no license required.

Every Saturday 10 – 11:30 am

Saturday & Sunday, January 28 – 29
10 am–4:30 pm

FREE with regular admission

FREE with regular admission

Ice Fishing for Beginners
Learn the basics from our ice fishing expert.
Saturday, January 28 1 pm
FREE with regular admission

Winter Survival Course
Surviving winter conditions can be tricky. Car
died? Snowmobile broke down? Be prepared.
Learn the fundamentals and increase your
chances of surviving with Maple Leaf Survival.
This course covers shelter, water, fire, food, knife
and axe skills, primitive navigation, search and
rescue, and essentials kits.

Open Fire Brewing

$115 (hot lunch included). Open to participants aged
12+ (participants under 18 must be accompanied by a
participating parent/guardian). All equipment is provided.

$25, $20 for Members. Space is limited, please register
online at fortwhyte.org/events. Valid ID (18+) must be
presented at the beginning of the workshop.

Holiday Hours / Closures

Free Ice Fishing Weekend

FREE with regular admission

Saturday, January 21 12–4 pm

Program / Event Dates

Nordic walking is a social, low-impact physical
activity that builds endurance and cardio
health. Join the group!

Sunday, January 29 9–5 pm

Get fired up about brewing! The sod house will be
home as we craft honey ale and a fur-trade era
recipe with FortWhyte interpreter Barret Miller.
No experience necessary – we’ll practice basic
all-grain and malt extract brewing techniques
transferrable to your modern kitchen at home.

JA N UA RY

Bone Broths
It has been said that “good broth will resurrect
the dead.” Traditional bone broth is seeing a
renewed interest thanks to its health benefits.
Revive this culinary tradition at FortWhyte Farms
and learn how to use it in your everyday cooking.
Sunday, January 29 1–3 pm
$25, $22 for Members

REGISTER ONLINE AT FORTWHYTE.ORG/EVENTS

SOD HOUSE PIONEERS
Take a step into the past with our pioneers
at the sod house.
Every Sunday 12 – 4 pm
FREE with regular admission

GUIDED 2 O’CLOCK WALK
Learn about FWA with one of our volunteer
interpreters.
Every Sunday 2 pm
FREE with regular admission

Winter Nature Day Camp
December 29, 30,
January 3, 4, 5, & 6

Farm Day Camp
January 4, 5, & 6

Registration in
person at FWA,
or online at
fortwhyte.org/
day-camp
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Program / Event Dates
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YOGA ON A FROZEN L AKE
S U P P O R T I N G N AT U R E
E D U C AT I O N

“What should we do at FortWhyte this weekend?” All

Visit fortwhyte.org/events
for our online calendar

Bundle up to race our trails and enjoy a barbecue
and beverages by the bonfire at the finish line. Run
5 or 10K through our snowy winter wonderland.

Sign up for email updates
at fortwhyte.org

Sunday, February 5 12 pm

Follow us on social media
for updates on our latest events

Growing Winter Greens

Tuesday, February 14 6–9 pm
$15, $12 for Members

Valentine’s Dinner at the Café
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with a romantic
three-course dinner (complete with amuse
bouche!) amid FortWhyte’s beautiful
natural surroundings. Beer and wine
will be available for purchase.

Tuesday, February 14

$100/couple. Call (204) 989-8355 x 215 to reserve

Saturday & Sunday, February 18 & 19 10–5 pm
FREE with regular admission

Louis Riel Day Festivities

Monday, February 20 1–3 pm

Plant expert and owner of Sage Garden
Greenhouses Dave Hanson brings this popular
hands-on experience to FWA! Learn how to grow
salad greens in indoor spaces and leave with the
know-how (and gear) to be a micro-farmer this winter.
Two options to register–$80 for workshop with take-home
supplies, including two full spectrum grow lights; $20 for
workshop only. Visit fortwhytefarms.com for details.

Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides

the things! Take part in a photo challenge, snapping
pics at each stop, and you are guaranteed to have a
memorable visit. For a chance to win a family fun prize,
post your favourite photo on Instagram with the tag
#fortwhytealiveFPC. The winning shot will be shared on
FortWhyte Alive’s Instagram account on February 20.

Try out our voyageur games and build your balance,
aim and strength. Warm up by a cozy fire and enjoy
roasting a delicious piece of bannock!

$30 early bird, $40 after December 31
Full race details at fortwhyte.org/frozenfiver

Sunday, February 5 1 pm

Share in an evening horse drawn sleigh ride
through our winter wonderland and enjoy a
hot chocolate fireside this Valentine’s Day.

$40, under 12: FREE. Tickets online at
fortwhyte.org/fireandice

Family Photo Challenge

Frozen Fiver

at FWA

Saturday, February 11 11 am

Snowshoeing is fun – navigating our trails using
a map to find clues while on snowshoes is even
more fun. Complete the course to solve the
secret word and win a prize!
FREE with regular admission, while supplies last

/FORTWHYTEALIVE

Celebrate winter and join us for a one-of-a-kind
yoga experience outdoors on a frozen lake. After
practice, cozy up to the fire to roast marshmallows
and sip on wildcrafted tea. All funds raised
support environmental education programs
at FortWhyte Alive.

Snowshoe Orienteering

Sunday, February 5 10–4 pm

Stay in Touch!

Fire & Ice Winter Yoga Festival

FortWhyte Alive Fat Bike Race
Hosted by 2 Wheel Revolution, race through the
forests and across the frozen lakes of FortWhyte
Alive on your fat bike.

FREE with regular admission

Snowball Target Practice
Have you been bragging about your super snowball
skills? Put them to the test on our snowball target course!
Saturday, February 25 1–3 pm
FREE with regular admission

Igloo Building Seminar
Ever wanted to build a real igloo? Wait no longer! Maple
Leaf Survival will teach you how to construct this iconic
Inuit snow shelter. It’s hard, heavy, and sweaty work.
You’ll need a strong back, steady hands, and patience.
Saturday, February 25 9 am–5 pm

Register online at www.2wheelrevolution.ca

$180 per person (hot lunch included). Open to participants
aged 12+ (participants under 18 must be accompanied by
a participating parent/guardian). All equipment is provided.

Valentine’s Day Craft

Winter Family Adventure Race

Sunday, February 12

Join us for a fun lovin’ craft.

Sunday, February 12 1–3 pm
FREE with regular admission, while supplies last

Get Sustainable: Fair Trade Challenge
Fair Trade Challenge Month (February 14–March 15)
and is a great way to get thinking about what, and
from where, we’re buying. Visit the Nature Shop
to browse our fair trade merchandise and sample
fair trade delights, including coffee and hot
chocolate. Right in time for Valentine’s Day!
Sunday, February 12 1–3 pm

FortWhyte Alive’s 2nd Winter Family Adventure Race
in partnership with Ground UP Adventures – North.
Travel a winter orienteering course while completing
mystery challenges all along the way. Register in
either the youth or family division with no restrictions
on team size.
Sunday, February 26 1 pm
Adults and children 6+: $10/individual. Children 5 and under:
FREE. For complete details and to register, please visit
fortwhyte.org/familyadventurerace

Growing Indigenous Plants

Did you see a bird today at FortWhyte? Add your
sighting to our records to aid with the Great
Backyard Bird Count.

Indigenous plants are important habitat for insects like
bees, caterpillars and butterflies. Kelly Leask of Prairie
Originals will help you start your own wildflower and
native grass seeds in a tray to take home where you
can eventually plant in your yard this spring.

Friday–Sunday, February 17–19 10–5 pm

Sunday, February 26 1–3 pm

FREE with regular admission

$25, $22 for members

Naturescape: Great Backyard Bird Count

R EGISTER ONLINE AT FORTWHYTE.ORG/EVENTS

