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What do you value most about nature?

Is it the warmth of the sun on your face?  
The songs of birds singing from the trees?  
Or the breathtaking views of lakeside sunsets, 
budding trees and blooming flowers?

Whatever you love most, it means you 
understand that the value of nature is 
endlessly important. As important as the air 
we breathe. In fact, it is the air we breathe!

Over the past year, the way you value nature 
showed in how you chose to champion 
FortWhyte Alive. Whether you supported 
environmental education as a member, 
donor, volunteer or visitor, it is your crucial 

investments that make nature accessible  
to all at FortWhyte Alive.

As we look back at some of the highlights 
of 2022, I hope you share my gratitude for 
nature and the value it brings to our lives.

And in the same way, I value you and the way 
you support FortWhyte Alive. It’s because of 
you this landscape is here and will remain 
accessible for generations to come.

With gratitude,

Liz Wilson
P R E S I D E N T  &  C E O



E VO LV IN G  E D U C ATI O N  S E A SO N  BY  S E A SO N

Your support created a unique educational experience for a community of youth.

Kimberly Enns and her preschool-aged children Tayo, Maelle and Coen were no strangers to spending time 
outside. As a self-proclaimed outdoor family they valued every moment they spent immersed in nature together.

But as the kids grew, their educational and social needs changed and Kimberly turned to FortWhyte to 
plant the seed for a new program idea.

Her vision was simple: a nature-based, outdoor program for school-aged kids based on the Forest 
School model. Forest Immersion grew out of this concept and is now an important part of the Enns 
family’s education plan. It’s an opportunity for them and others in the home-school community to 
access curriculum-inspired lessons and experiential hands-on learning from FortWhyte’s knowledgeable 
environmental educators year after year.

Forest Immersion deepens Tayo, Maelle, and soon Coen’s appreciation of nature while building confide ce 
and community outdoors.



“Because we are an outdoor family, 
I like how Forest Immersion offers 
a way for my kids to come back to 
the same place season after season 
to connect with the land and how it 
changes.” –  K I M B E R L Y  E N N S

The Enns family with Barret Miller, FortWhyte 
Alive’s Group & Corporate Programs Manager.



“My experience here at 
FortWhyte has definitely 

helped change my lifestyle 
in a healthy way.”

–  A R I Z O N A



EMPOWERMENT GROWS ON THE ROAD TO SELF-RELIANCE

At FortWhyte Farms, youth travel 
the road to self-reliance, a four-stage 
program model that builds skills 
and responsibility with the end goal 
of independent work or education 
opportunities in the community.

When Arizona first arr ved at FortWhyte 
Farms, she had never had a job. As a night 
owl, working early mornings on the farm was 
tough. Thankfully, her experiences helped her 
quickly develop a healthier lifestyle and sleep 
schedule. “The best stuff I l arned was about 

my own self-care – how to make sure I was 
well-rested and well-fed so I could be reliable 
and helpful,” she notes. “I learned a lot about 
personal development and self-discipline.”

These valuable skills led Arizona to stage 
three programming, where she developed 
resumé and interview skills and shadowed 
different roles to prepare for employment 
outside the farm.

Now Arizona works in the community at a 
local bakery – a job she loves because of the 
independence it offers and the pride it instils – 
all because of her time at FortWhyte Farms.



“Our family believes it is important 
to give to causes we believe in, 

and that it’s important to pass 
our philanthropic values onto 
the next generation. Investing 
in the future of FortWhyte was a 
natural way to direct our family’s 

philanthropy this year because we 
value nature and our whole family 

is involved here.” –  C A R O L Y N  C O F F I N

The Coffin family



INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF FORTWHYTE TOGETHER

When the Coffin family moved to Winnipeg, they discovered  
the ‘tribe that aligns with their values’ at FortWhyte Alive.

As a family and on their own, the Coffins 
enjoy many areas of FortWhyte. John and 
Carolyn regularly run the trails and enjoy 
events like the Harvest Supper, the Lake 
Shaker and the Hot Chocolate Hustle.

Trevor and Elyse spent their summers at camp  
until they were old enough to sign up to volunteer  
as camp counsellors. Trevor soon became one of  
FortWhyte’s first outh Ambassadors, taking on  
more leadership opportunities. Elyse can’t wait  
to follow in his footsteps!

Together, they also love giving back, so when 
they wanted to make a donation somewhere 
at the end of last year, Trevor suggested 
investing in the Your True Nature capital 
campaign because he wants others to have 
access to the same empowering experiences 
into the future.

With so many natural connections to their 
active, environmental and philanthropic 
values, they all agreed.

Learn more about 
finding Your True 

Nature at FortWhyte 
Alive by visiting
givetruenature.ca



Volunteers are so important 
to FortWhyte Alive. It’s their 

dedication that makes  
magic happen each day.
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E D U C A T I O N !

“I want to show my daughter that everyone can give, and it doesn’t matter how young 
or how old someone is, and it is not how much someone gives, but how much love and 
passion someone dedicates into giving.” –  G R A C E  H U - S K R Z E N T A ,  F O R T W H Y T E  A L I V E  V O L U N T E E R
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FortWhyte Alive is located on Treaty 1 Territory,  
on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabe, Ininiwak, 
Anisininiwak, Dakota and Dene peoples, as well as 
the National Homeland of the Red River Métis.
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