
MIDDLE YEARS

Create a Field Guide
GRADE 6

LESSON DESCRIPTION

Students don’t have to look far to find a diversity
of living things. Have students zero in their scope
in the backyard and search for asmany species as
they can find.�is activity outlines a project to en-
gage students by creating their very own backyard
field guide.

A field guide to the backyard can be prepared as an
online project or on amore traditionalmedium such
as a sketching notebook.

1. Have students visit their backyard or a nearby
greenspace and record asmany plants, insects,
spiders, birds ormammals as they can using
drawing or photography.

2. Students research one or two species in each
category tomake the field guidemore informa-
tive. Pictures aswell as personal accounts of
experiences they’ve hadwith the species can add
zest to the guide.

3. �e field guide project could be presented in class
view in an online gallery.

SUGGESTED CURRICULUM LINKS

Diversity of Living�ings: 6-1-04, 6-1-08, 6-1-10, 6-1-12

Birds are returning from their southernwinter
habitats toManitoba in the spring. Observe two
di�erent bird species and compare and contrast their
characteristics: size, shape, colour, flight,
movement, feeding behaviour. Research the birds to
find out nesting habitat, and other important facts.

FortWhyte Alive Bird Identification Key

All About Birds: Online Bird Guide

Howdo you say “observe” in
Anishinaabemowin?

To observe/study:
Naagadawaabam (animate)

https://www.fortwhyte.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/FWA-CommonBirdsWaterfowl-EN-16-REDUCED.pdf
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/#

